Maclary Elementary PTA

February 3, 2009 Meeting Minutes

Co- Presidents: Caryn Duca, Wanda Lopez

Vice President: Valerie Halfen

Vice President/Memberships: Ananda Dakin

Treasurer: Brandi Mycoff

Secretary: Amy Marcheski

Voted in January minutes – Dave motioned, all agreed. 

Treasury report – Brandi - There is $15,193.03 in the PTA checking account and $3,519.42 in the PTA savings account. We earned $353.95 for the holiday shop, $15.20 for Five and Below Night and $1866.02 for the Book Fair. Overall $2,824.03 was spent for holiday shop fees, reflections, Maclarion, author’s tea, field trip, multicultural night and assembly and yearbook deposits. There is $22,469.74 in expected expenses with future fundraisers expected to raise $5151.98. Leaving $1394.69 to carry over to next year.

Book Fair – Made $1,866.02. $739.03 was raised for One For Books; children brought in spare change to buy books for those in need.

Movie Night – To be held in April since Bolt’s release date is 3/24

Shamrock Hop still needs volunteers!! Dads needed to make sure kids stay inside! Kids who leave the building will not be allowed back in.  March 13th 6-8pm

Partners in Print - “Jr Achievement Student Newspaper”  - Wanda – A work in progress….parent volunteers are needed to go through  two 45 minute training class to be able to teach the students how to write a student newspaper. There is info available in the lobby about this wonderful opportunity.  We hope to have some enthusiastic volunteers to write out school’s newspaper in the upcoming months. Contact Wanda for more info:

wandalopezwml@comcast.net
Membership Report – Ananda – Still at 217 members, well above our expectations for the year!

Multicultural Night – Ananda – Being held on February 12th in our cafeteria. 20 countries represented with games and activities for each country. Want to make your family crest? Come on in and enjoy a night of culture. 

Display My Art – Artwork is underway. Pre-k and K are doing their work in class. 1-3rd are doing their work in Art class and grades 4 & 5 were sent home with the package to work on.  Artwork is due 2/11. It will be submitted and the proofs will be back in the beginning of March. The ordering will begin and the items will be delivered at the end of April, in time for Mother’s Day!! Keep your eye out for the free magnet of your child’s artwork in early March! Artwork will be available to buy online this year too!

Maclarion printing/cost Issue – The cost of printing our 7 to 8-page monthly Maclarion has doubled this year. We are out of funds for that particular expense & we do not want to take money from any other area to make up the cost. The best way we feel to solve the problem is to begin doing the print job in our school rather than using an outside source.  Karla Coleman has volunteered to take over that large responsibility every month. Thank you Karla!  

Goodbye to our wonderful Art Teacher:  Ms. Cline has accepted a position closer to her home and we will be sadly wishing her farewell.  We want to thank you Ashley for supporting our school and our projects through the year. You will be missed.

We will e welcoming Marybeth Knobs, who will be taking over Art class throughout the end of the school year. 

Blue Rocks Night – Dave – Scheduled for May 2nd, Saturday, at 6:05. Cost is 7.00 per person. Optional meal plan for $7 will be available. More info coming home soon!  Deadline to order your tickets will be April 14th!

Charter Challenge Results are in – Maclary Team placed 3rd after a hard 9-hour day of competition with other schools!  There is a wonderful trophy in the lobby. Congratulations team!

Principals Updates – Meg Mason -

Behavior update - there were only 11 behavior referrals in January. GREAT NEWS!!! Maclary has tight schedules and procedures in place, which is benefitting everyone by eliminating extra time to get into trouble. This is less than a third of last year’s referrals. Good News for our school and our students! Keep it up!

MAP scores are in. 100% OF OUR FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS ARE AT BENCHMARK LEVEL. That is fabulous, especially being the first year of full day!!!  Math and Reading throughout the rest of the school were great as well. We are proud of all of our students for their hard work. 

Replacement of Christina Superintendant – Dr Lowery has moved on to a bigger job so that leaves a vacancy in our spot for superintendant. We are asking that all parents and community members get involved to make sure a local individual is given this job. There is talk of a National Search to find a superintendant for OUR district. We need someone who knows our schools, who knows our counties & our regulations! Keep your eyes open for District Meetings every Tuesday to see if we can make a difference together to keep this the great school district that it is. 

Fun in the Sun – Last week of school – We have booked a 68 foot Jungle Moon bounce for that day of fun so save your ‘100 bucks’ and plan to join us outside for a day of fun in the sun!

Recess Weather - Outdoor vs. indoor recess was discussed.  Teachers decide whether to have recess indoor or outdoors. It is based on how the children are dressed, who has recess duty & who is available and if it’s too cold to be safely playing outside. We are aware that kids need exercise but we can’t have teachers inside and outside and our options are limited. Spring is right around the corner so don’t worry…those kids will be coming home muddy again soon! We will soon be playing outside all the time. 

New Library Furniture  …  coming April 13th!

Dates to Remember:
February 12th – Multicultural Night

February 13th – Valentine Flower delivery, 3rd grade field trip

February 16th – No School & CHARCOAL PIT NIGHT 5-9

March 4th – PTA 6:30

March 11th/12th – DSTP

March 13th  - Shamrock Hop 6-8

March 16th,17th,19th,20th – DSTP

March 23rd – GROTTO PIZZA FAMILY NIGHT!

Thanks for taking the time to read our minutes! 

A. Marcheski,

PTA Secretary
