PTA Meeting Minutes – January 13th, 2009

Co- Presidents: 



Caryn Duca, Wanda Lopez

Vice President: 



Valerie Halfen

Vice President/Memberships: 

Ananda Dakin

Treasurer: 




Brandi Mycoff

Secretary: 




Amy Marcheski

Attendees:  14 including all officers, Meg Mason, Linda Hand & Elaine Lewis

Principal’s News

100th Day of School Community Service Project – Each classroom will be given the goal of bringing in 100 non-perishable food items by February 10th. If each classroom donates 100 items, Maclary will have collect 2400 items for the Food Bank. What a terrific donation that would be!  So, help us reach our goal, and though times are tough, if you’ve got extra cans of food at home, you have more than a lot of families have every day.  

Only 13 behavior referrals in December, which is a noticeable decrease from the 50 last year! Good job kids! Keep it up! There has been an improvement in attendance also. 

Breast Cancer Walk will happen again this Spring. Stay tuned….

District Science Fair – will be held in April. We would like Maclary to be represented in this event! In order to be eligible for the district fair you have to qualify in the school-wide science fair first. 

Authors Tea – beginning January 23rd  and monthly thereafter, students work will be displayed in the school. Teachers will choose a piece from their class to be shared during a celebration of the hard work, likely a pizza party type event.

The Charter Challenge  - Sixteen of our 5th graders are going to the Charter Challenge Academic Bowl.  Congrats and good luck!

Science Olympiad – will be held in February. Due to the high number of interested 5th graders, students will have to take a preliminary test to be eligible. Grades on report cards may also become a factor if interest is too high.  Other grades have openings though. 

PTA Business
Treasury Report
There is $15,685.50 in checking account and $3,518.31 in the savings account. We earned $6,111.46 in income ($4791.46 for the holiday shop) $1,025 easy fundraiser, $203 Perkins night, $50 BJ’s memberships, $42 in memberships. There was $4,469.43 in expenses. There is $25,293.77* in expected expenses if budget agenda items are passed. Expected future fundraisers are expected to raise $7,018.00, leaving $928.04 to carry over until next year. *Includes holiday shop money

COSTS ARE UP, SPENDING IS DOWN…WE ARE MOVING MONIES BEST WE CAN TO ACCOMMODATE ALL CLASSROOMS AND EVENTS.

Book Fair -  January 26th-  30th -  Need a few volunteers on 1/22 from 4-5 pm to set up. Also need help on 1/30 from 5-6:30 to take down the Book Fair.  Contact  dlambe2@gmail.com if you can volunteer in those time slots.

Reflections – All participants in Reflections will receive a special gift for participating.

Ceremony is on January 30th at 6:30 pm 

Yearbook -   If you are in school, take some pictures and send them to Caryn cjjzj@netscape.net by March so we can get the best ones in our Maclary yearbook!  If you can assist Caryn with the yearbook prep, please let her know!

Shamrock Hop – March 13th, 6-8:00pm, need volunteers!!! Contact gracevalhal@yahoo.com if you can help out.

Valentine Flowers – Flowers have been ordered and will soon be available for $1.50 each. Send one to a friend or teacher & make someone’s day extra special! It supports our PTA, which supports our kids and teachers. Flower delivery will be Friday February 13th in the morning so that morning Pre-k can participate.

Movie Night – Brandi looking at a night in the latter part of February. Will look into what movies are being released…possibly Bolt by Pixar. It’ll depend on release date and copy rights. 

Partners in Print – Wanda Lopez working on ideas for a Maclary Student Newspaper. A pilot program is going to begin allowing volunteers to learn how to teach writing skill to future journalists in our school. The project is to develop and encourage better, more detailed writing, and if kids are given a subject they enjoy it will make the whole process of learning fun!  Parents will be called upon to volunteer. We will use the reading/writing surveys that went home at the beginning of the school year. 

Vote on money for enrichment programs – there was a unanimous vote to add $200  to each music, gym and Art. The PTA currently gives money to library & other enrichment programs. This vote adds in the 3 that were not receiving extra funds. Music is in need of much more funding but it is just not available at this time.  We may need to raise these additional funds as the year draws to a close.

Membership Report-  we have 215 members at this point which is way up from previous years. Ananda will continue to have membership incentives. 

Multicultural night – February 12th – 16 Nations will be represented. There will be 25 families from these different nations here to share their culture. Tables will be set up for each Nation to display items and information about their culture.

Display My Art Fundraiser – was a hit last year so in order to meet our budget requirements for 2009, we will be holding this fundraiser before the end of the school year. More info to come!

Change For Maclary –To begin March 23rd and run until Spring Break. This fundraiser will likely be moved to the Fall beginning next school year. We have a great deal of fundraisers in the Spring already.

Nature Trail  - A crew headed up by Karla Coleman will be working on the nature trail and nature center.  Stuff needs to be removed from the nature center and it needs to be painted. We have the paint – now we need painters! If anyone can lend a hand, email Karla  karlaluvingmy2girls@verizon.net or Brandi  Brandimycoff@verizon.net
Additional Info:

Maclary Spelling Bee?    Staff is talking about it!

MaclaryWear kickoff is about to commence!  Show that Maclary Pride! Please get orders in timely. 

Maclary Night at Charcoal Pit, Kirkwood Highway, on February 16th, 5-9pm! Just tell your server you’re there for Maclary!  This is our last attempt at raising necessary funds for our 3rd grade Cape Henlopen trip in May. Our proceeds are 15% of each check.

Dates to Remember
January – MaclaryWear kickoff! Runs through Feb 20th

January 19th – No School, MLK Day

January 22nd – Maclarion Deadline for Feb issue

January 26th – 30th, Book Fair

January 30th - Reflections Ceremony 6:30pm
February 3rd – PTA Meeting 6:30pm

February 12th – Multicultural Night
February 16th – Charcoal Pit night!! 5-9pm. Just mention Maclary. 

February 19th – Maclarion Deadline for March issue

Thanks to all for reading our PTA minutes 

A. Marcheski
