PTA Meeting Minutes
November 10, 2008

www.maclarypta.com
Co-Presidents: Wanda Lopez and Caryn Duca




Co-Vice Presidents: Valerie Halfen and Ananda Dakin

Treasurer: Brandi Mycoff

Secretary: Amy Marcheski

Attendance:  4 officers, 2 Maclary teachers, Meg Mason (Principal), Michael Ramone (State Representative 21st District) and 5 other Maclary parents.

Meeting called to order at 6:40PM.

PTA Legislative Surveys were handed out to all in attendance to be filled out and collected at the end of the meeting or fill out and return to PTA basket in the office.

Voted in Sept. and Oct. meeting minutes by Ananda Dakin and Jenny Lambe. All in favor.

Treasurers Report – Brandi Mycoff – 

There is $11,059.16 in the checking account and $3,516.36 in the money market account. We earned a profit thus far of $3,862.37 for the Fall festival, $975 for the easy fundraiser and $228 in new membership dues. We also earned $180 in directory ads to assist in offsetting printing costs.  There is $21,235.75 in expected expenses having spent $1,164.70 the past month. Expected profits from future fundraisers is $12,474, leaving us $5,237.27 to carry over to next year.

Also, we had little cost for the Directory due to the amount of Ads received. Good News.

Principal’s Update:  

Attendance awards going out – ‘dog tags’ given to students with perfect attendance for two months at a time Sept/Oct, Nov/Dec…all themed per season/month. Sept 200+ students perfect attendance. Oct. even better. We are off to a good start!

Science and Social Studies DSTPs went smoothly for the 4th graders.  The school is “Intense but quiet” with behavior write ups down from last year. Half of what was written up at this time last year.

Veteran’s Day- three paras collected names of ‘Maclary’ veterans and put up the wall of stars in the entryway. Two veterans are coming in to give a short program to the students and Mr.Pope taught the students two ‘patriotic’ songs.

Applied for a grant for a ‘Vegetable Garden’ – to be used as learning and involvement for the students and cafeteria. Hope to start in the Fall if we get the grant.

School Choice period is open until January 14, 2009.  We need to get the word out to make sure everyone submit their application by the deadline. There will be a meeting with Dr. Lowery on Dec. 1st at 6:00 to discuss the feeder pattern changes and choice application process with anyone who would like to attend.

The new signs for the rooms have been hung. Room numbers will not be changing this year.  The new numbers posted are the numbers from the original drawings and will be used next year. This year please refer to the numbers given at the beginning of the year.

Membership:  Ananda Dakin, See attached report – total membership 209, we have achieved 108% of our 08-09 goal of 188 members. There will be membership drive incentives in Dec. and Jan. The New OMDR Plus will launch Nov. 16th and will offer many new features. THANK YOU Ananda for all your hard work on increasing our membership!

‘EASY’ Fall Fundraiser:  End of first stage of fundraiser. Discussed how to get more involvement. We had only 40 donations so far and have collected $1150 .00.  We decided to use the percentage of Maclary families who have donated INSTEAD of the amount of money raised in the fundraiser thermometer.  We will restart the fundraiser after the new year using this new %.  Hope to get at least 50% of the families participating.  Will also put up ‘hearts’ with the student’s names whose families have donated. Thanks for the great ideas Mr. Ramone.
Fall Festival: Michael Ramone said he attended most of the Fall festival type celebrations in the Elem. schools in this district and Maclary’s was the best attended and had more activities than others had and it was a lot of fun.  We all agreed. A suggestion was given to involve the 4th and 5th graders in decorating and running the haunted house next year – but keeping it ‘little kid’ friendly too.
Bookfair – Doug Lambe is looking for someone to head up recruiting volunteers for the Bookfair. Volunteers needed in shifts, AM, PM, closing – schedules will be made up and put in Maclarion. Anyone interested in heading up a decoration committee please contact Doug, theme is Bookfair Safari.  Set up date is Jan 22nd. There will be evening hours the night of the Reflections Ceremony Friday, Jan. 30th.
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Nature Trail Restoration Project – Brandi Mycoff, Volunteers from the Uof D recently walked the trail and cleaned up litter and branches on the trail.  We hope to continue having volunteers helping out on the up keep of the trail.

Reflections – Caryn Duca/Ananda Dakin,The State received a grant for this program and is holding this year’s state ceremony at the DCCA in Wilmington. Along with the ceremony being held there all entries will be on display at the museum for 2 weeks. State Ceremony April 1, 2009.

Announcement:  1st Grader Madison Mycoff is the 1st Place winner in the state for an art contest for fire prevention!  Congratulations Madison!! Mommy Brandi is very proud.

Multi-Cultural Night- Ananda Dakin, So far there has been 25 responses and we hope for more. Tent. Scheduled for the 2nd week in Feb. (9-13th) during ‘Take Your Family to School Week’. We are looking for large maps to display and decorate with for the evening. Checking into the DE Children’s Museum for usage of large globe.

Holiday Shop – Ananda Dakin, This year we are using the co. ‘Visions of Sugar Plums’ Dates will be Dec. 15-19th during school hours. Possibly evening hours Dec 18th during the choir concert.  Each class has a scheduled time to shop during the day. It will be held in room 143 the multi-purpose room. There will be a volunteer list sent home along with shopping envelopes.

Author’s Tea – Mrs. Hand is running this program. We are waiting to get additional information to increase the budget for this program.

Note from Brandi Mycoff – The PTA’s bank had changed from Commerce to TD Bank. So far there hasn’t been any problems and they have been helpful with any questions.

Food Bank/Mitten Tree – Looking into having a food drive for the DE Food Bank or the Emmaus house (both local establishments) We want to collect food before the Thanksgiving break and also discuss the implementation of a ‘Mitten Tree’ to collect gifts for needy families for Christmas.

Math Carnival – Dec 4th 6:30-8:00PM games and prizes for all kids attending.

Michael Ramone left his cell phone number and email address to contact him if there is anything he could do for us.

End of meeting 8:07 PM 

Next PTA Meeting dates:

Tentative: January 6th and February 3rd (there is a staff meeting Feb. 3rd – we may reschedule our meeting)

