October 15th PTA Meeting Minutes

Co-Presidents: Wanda Lopez and Caryn Duca




Co-Vice Presidents: Valerie Halfen and Ananda Dakin

Treasurer: Brandi Mycoff

Secretary: Amy Marcheski

In attendance: 16: 5 staff and 11 parents


Meeting time: 6:30 – 7:50

Treasurer’s Report– 

There is $11,569.07 in the checking, $3,516.36 in the money market having accrued $2.20 in interest over the past month. $3,800 Lowes grant funds were moved from the money market account to the checking account to begin restoration. There is $22,400.45 in expected expenses having spent $1,864.05. We have earned $699 in membership dues leaving us $23,266.96 in expected profits from future fundraisers leaving us $11,275.50 to carry over to next year.

Principal’s update – Meg Mason-

- A replacement for Mrs. Rifendeifer has been hired, Jennifer Mariano, and will be starting shortly. She was a student teacher last year, so she is already acquainted with most of the kids that will be in her class.

- Meg will be funding a new ‘perfect attendance’ program. Special Dog Tags will be given monthly to those who achieve perfect attendance. They will be different each month to give kids a variety to collect throughout the year. 

- There will be 2 concerts this year: December and May

- Math Concert November 20th is free and open to kids of all ages! Games & prizes.   6:30-8:00

- Authors Luncheon (8 sessions) in the works. PTA will vote next month on increasing the budget to accommodate Mrs. Hand’s proposed expenses.

Membership update – Ananda 

Total Members thus far: 178

We have almost doubled our membership from last year!!! 

Membership incentives/drives:

Oct. 24th: 5 FREE Fall Festival Tickets to each paid member

Nov 21st: Recess equipment raffle to all classroom teacher members

Dec. 15th: Free $1 Holiday Shop Coupon to every child in the classroom with the highest percentage of PTA members.

January: Book Fair PTA Raffle

February-May: Monthly raffles to be announced

Easy Fundraiser –  Caryn

We have been received checks from families ranging from $5-$50 so far. We have a total of $570 so far which is great for the 1st week! The PTA decided to do this fundraiser to make it easier on the parents and to try to eliminate unnecessary spending during our Nation’s difficult time.  Depending on the outcome, we may do it again.  The goal for the school is $7,500 but our students will be rewarded for participation!! If we meet our goal we will host a DJ Party for all grades!!! Keep those donations coming in & lets give our students and teachers what they need for a successful year!!  Other future options could be a mandatory fundraiser with a buy-out option or a Walk-A-thon for the students to participate in with paid sponsors.

MaclaryElementary.org  –  Kirsten & Caryn – Website is up and running. MANY additions to be made and lots of information on Maclary, it’s history, teachers, programs and classrooms!  Calendar and PTA info will be on there as well! Check it out!  www.maclaryelementary.org
Fall Festival –We still need volunteers!!! Contact a PTA member a/s/a/p if you can lend a hand with set-up or a shift at any time during the Festival, from 3pm-9pm. 30-minutes is a huge help to us so please consider helping out. High School students in need of community service hours can use volunteering at the Festival and Valerie will gladly provide a letter stating such. Next year we will be proud to present our NEW chair, Karla Coleman! She will be taking over for Valerie and will be in need of a Co-Chair if anyone is interested. Thank you, Karla! 

Book Fair – Doug Lambe – Will be week of January 26th.  Volunteer sign-ups have begun. Contact Doug if you are able to help. Dlambe2@gmail.com
Will be doing “one for books” program again with other specials during the week. Stay tuned for more….

Maclary Garden – Meg meeting with representative next Thursday to discuss where the vegetable garden will be. 

Nature Trail  - Brandi Mycoff – Volunteers needed Saturday, 10/18, to help clean up the trail and prepare for the refurbishments.  As for what to put in the Science Center…We will be using Maclary’s accumulated Campbell’s Labels Points to stock it with Science items  (microscopes, etc) and we will be getting books from the Book Fair!  It is going to be great!! 

THANKS ANANDA AND DAVE FOR PUTTING THE SIGNS IN!!

Teacher gift cards/Teacher of Year gifts – Caryn Duca – Each teacher & staff member will be getting a gift card to use for their classrooms ($25 or $50). Monies are put aside to assist teachers with supplies and whatever else is needed. That’s what the PTA is for!

Next PTA meeting dates:  November 10th and January 6th, 2009

Additional Info:

- We are still in need of a Reflections Co-Chair

- We are in need of a Co-chair for the Fall Festival next year

- We may buy our teachers a large item in lieu of doing a week of small gifts. We will await their vote.

- Grotto’s does a 20% fundraising program, which we may consider in the future.

- Dream Dinners has a $15 kickback to Maclary for $25 family dinners. More info to come on that opportunity & if we can take advantage of that.

- Spring Lifetouch Pictures may be taken OUTSIDE for a great change of scenery!

- Maclary Directory is finally done. It’s being made and will be sent home soon. Apologies go out ahead of time if a student is misplaced. Lots of last-minute changes this year to classes and teachers! 

DATES TO REMEMBER:

October:

18th – NATURE TRAIL WORK -  Volunteers????

20th, 21st, 23rd, 24th - DSTP testing grade 4

23rd – Maclarion Deadline

24th – for 100 ‘bucks,’ pizza & recess 2-2:45

24th – Fall Festival, 5:30 – 8:30pm

November:

4th - Election Day. No School

10th – PTA 6:30-7:30

11th – Veteran’s Day – No School

17th_ Perkins Night  4-8pm

18th -  Maclarion Deadline

20th – Math Concert FREE!!  6:30-8

21st – End of 1st Trimester

24th-28th-  No School - Holiday
& conferences

Thank you for reading our Meeting Minutes.

A. Marcheski
